
 

St. Charles 

Parish Council Minutes 

November 21, 2019 

 
Deb opened the meeting with prayer.   

 

Members present:  Deb Wallpe, Bob Zahnke, Randy Schluttenhofer and Bryce Sexton.  Also present was Father 

Haan, Denny Gretencord and Nancy Brost. Members not present were Jennifer Senesac.  

 

Members reviewed the minutes from the September 7 meeting.  No corrections were made.  Bryce made the 

motion to approve the minutes and Deb second the motion. 

 

There were no suggestions of names who could take the minutes at our meetings but if someone from the parish 

would be interested it would be appreciated.     

 

Old Business: 

Website redesign update: The goal is to try to launch the new website the first or second week of Advent. As 

people begin looking for Mass times for the holidays our new website will be available with a new look and 

platform.  Ann Bessenbacher has data on who is looking at the website, how long they look at it and what tabs or 

area they are looking at.  

 

Online Giving update: We will have a link on the home page of the new website for this.  We will be using Faith 

Direct for the online giving company.  You will be able to donate with a one-time gift or reoccurring gifts.  The 

Diocese will soon go to a centralized bookkeeping system and they feel Faith Direct would be a good company to 

go with.  They have a flat rate for a parish our size not a per transaction fee like other companies.  It was 

suggested to have a financial planner/accountant speak about charitable giving, IRA’s, estate planning, having 

wills etc.     

 

Turkey Dinner Report:  They served 50 more people than the previous year.  They ran out of turkey and green 

beans due to they served larger portions.  They have some issues to work out before next year’s dinner.  They had 

plenty of volunteers.  The online sign up worked well.   

 

Uniting in Heart: The Diocese is printing articles each week in The Catholic Moment trying to explain the process 

of Uniting in Heart.  There will be three deaneries in the new plan.  We will be in the West Deanery.  There will 

be six churches and two priests in our pastorate.   

 

Social Hall Classroom Renovation: Denny will begin this project the first of the year.  He will coordinate this 

with Jennifer Senesac as to try not to disrupt the CCD classes.  There will be a shelving unit in the corner where 

the current refrigerator is located to store the electric roasters in. There will not be a refrigerator in that room with 

the new remodel plan.  It was brought to his attention to make sure there are plenty of outlets in that room as it is 

also used for carryouts at the turkey dinner. 

 

The electric in the garage was mentioned.  During the turkey dinner many appliances/amps are used.  They will 

have an electrician look at it. 

 

There needs to be a priority list made for projects that need to be done in the parish regarding facility 

maintenance.     

 

New Business: 

Young Adult Ministry:  On December 8 at the previous Compass building in Fowler there will be a gathering for 

Young Adults.  This consists of young adults between the ages of 21-40.  At this social they will discuss what 

they would like to see start for their age group.  Possibly weekly/monthly bible study groups for men and women 

to help strengthen their faith.   

 

Formed.org Subscription: Formed.org is a Catholic based program Father is considering for the parish.  You can 

watch movies, children’s programing, audio dramas and books.  It also offers Bible studies, documentaries and 

sacramental prep materials.  Father would like to give this to the parish as a Christmas gift.  It is $500.  It is a one- 

 



 

 

 

year subscription.  This program will share its platform and help engage families via their mobile, tablet or 

connected TV device.  

 

Advent/Christmas planning: Does the parish have any Advent traditions?  During Advent, we will begin praying 

The Angelus before Mass.  The prayer will be inserted in the front cover of the Missallettes.  The Christmas Mass 

schedule will be: Christmas Vigil Children’s Mass 4:00, Midnight Mass, Christmas Day Mass 9:30.  We will also 

be learning and singing the new mass parts from the Roman Missal sometime during Advent.   

 

Other topics to discuss: Parishioners have noticed we are no longer recognizing birthdays and anniversaries.  One 

reason being the florist we used in Fowler has closed its business.  It was suggested to return to blessing marriages 

with monthly special anniversaries such as 25th, 40th or 50th. 

 

Father will be getting a group together to help with Habitat for Humanity.  They will be building a house in 

Otterbein.  He will speak to the Knight of Columbus in regards to involvement with this project.    

 

Monthly meeting scheduling:  Our next meeting will be January 9 to accommodate Bob’s schedule.  It was asked 

if we could meet during the daytime but that was not good for the majority of the members so we will continue to 

meet in the evenings.   

 

Father closed the meeting with prayer.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25.     

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

       


